CHAPTER XIII
LORD RUTHERFORD OF NELSON
In 1931, the New Year's Honours gave Rutherford to be created a
Baron. He wisely decided not to change his name and became "Baron
Rutherford of Nelson**, thus linking him-
self with the town near which he was born
and at which he went to school It was
characteristic of the man that the first thing
that he did was to send a cable to his
mother in New Zealand. "Now Lord
Rutherford, more your honour than mine,
Ernest."
In the description of his arms, as given
by the College of Arms, it is easy to discern
Rutherford's love of his old home in the
Kiwi and the Maori; and the motto Primordia quaerere rerum fully ex-
presses his search for the elements of matter.
OFFICIAL BLAZON OF THE ARMOBIAL BEAIUNGS*
ARMS.           Per saltire arched Gules and Or two
inescutcheons voided of the first in fesse
within each a Martlet Sable.
CREST. On a Wreath of the Colours upon a rock
a Kiwi proper*
SUPPORTERS. On the dexter side a figure representing
Hermes Trismegistus and on the sinister
side a Maori holding in the exterior hand
a Club aJl proper.
A Committee of the Royal Society, withLord Crawford and Balcarres
as Chairman, arranged for a portrait (see frontispiece1) of Lord Ruther-
ford, retiring President, to be painted by Mr Oswald Birley. This was
1 Published with the kind permission of the artist and the Royal Society.